116.   LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA

July 27, 1928

DEAR SISTER,

What shall I say to you? We were all prepared for Nikhil's
passing away. He is relieved of his pain. He was such a wise and
sober lad that he must have attained divine life. Satis Babu has
amazed us all by his absolute calm. I expect the same calm from
you all.

-Blessings from

BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1659

117.   GOVERNORS THREAT
It seems that the governing class in India refuses to learn
even from experience. They act as if they are not aware that
the people have got over the fear of threats. Not only threats make
no impact on hundreds of thousands of people, but also a do-or-die
class has now come into being on which even the carrying out of
threats has no effect whatsoever. What can punishment inflicted
by the State do to those who have given up the fear of death
and the infatuation for possessions ? What effect can a threat have
upon those who love their self-respect above everything else ? Hence
the Governor's threat and Earl Winterton's full endorsement of it
cannot have any influence on the people of Bardoli. On the con-
trary, I learn that it has made the latter more resolute.
But it is not our intention to analyse the Government's
threat. We are aware that the Government has the ability to
implement it; it will not allow us to forget this even if we wish
to. Our prestige lies in assuming that the Government will act
in accordance with its threats and in being prepared to welcome
its wrath. The people of Bardoli should inscribe on their doors the
proverbial saying, "He who is on his guard is always happy",
and they should always be on their guard. Vallabhbhai had warn-
ed the people at the very beginning of the struggle, saying:
If you wish to offer resistance, you will have to face perils.   The Govern-
ment will seize your possessions, confiscate your land, sell your possessions